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My Administration supports efforts to save 
lives and prevent injuries resulting from im-
paired driving. The Department of Transpor-
tation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) works with local law 
enforcement agencies that conduct sobriety 
checkpoints and saturation patrols; and it also 
supports State efforts to pass legislation that 
increases punishment for those who drink 
and drive. 

The NHTSA and its State and local part-
ners are dedicated to eliminating impaired 
driving and stopping the associated injuries 
and fatalities. The NHTSA’s national safety 
campaign—You Drink & Drive. You 
Lose.—aims to lower America’s impaired 
driving fatality rate to less than 11,000 people 
per year by the year 2005. By providing its 
partner organizations with guidance on over-
coming this national challenge, this impor-
tant campaign is assisting local law enforce-
ment agencies, community groups and orga-
nizations, public health professionals, and 
businesses to coordinate and address this 
vital issue. 

As part of the You Drink & Drive. You 
Lose. campaign, law enforcement agencies 
across the Nation will be out in full force 
from December 20, 2002, to January 5, 2003, 
to stop drunk and drugged driving. During 
the holiday season, organizations and citizens 
throughout the country also will be working 
to prevent this deadly activity by encouraging 
citizens to choose sober, designated drivers, 
keep impaired family members and friends 
off our roads, report drivers who are under 
the influence, and educate young people 
about safe, alcohol- and drug-free driving be-
havior. Through cooperation and determina-
tion, every American can do something to 
make a difference and help stop impaired 
drivers before they harm others. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 2002 
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I call upon State and com-
munity leaders to join the You Drink & 
Drive. You Lose. national mobilization be-
tween December 20, 2002, and January 5, 
2003. I also urge all Americans to work to 

enhance the safety of our Nation’s roadways 
and protect the well-being of our drivers, 
passengers, and pedestrians during this holi-
day season and every day of the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 5, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 6.

Remarks on Signing the Dot Kids 
Implementation and Efficiency Act 
of 2002 and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
December 4, 2002

The President. Good morning. Thank 
you. Please be seated. Thank you for coming. 

Legislation I sign today will create a new 
place on the Internet that is safe for our chil-
dren to learn and to play and to explore. Dot 
Kids will be part of the U.S. country domain 
on the Internet. It will function much like 
the children’s section of a library, where par-
ents feel comfortable allowing their children 
to browse. It will be a safe place for children 
to go. 

This bill is a wise and necessary step to 
safeguard our children while they use com-
puters and discover the great possibilities of 
the Internet. Every site designated ‘‘.kids’’ 
will be a safe zone for children. The sites 
will be monitored for content, for safety, and 
all objectionable material will be removed. 
Online chat rooms and instant messaging will 
be prohibited, unless they can be certified 
as safe. The Web-sites under this new do-
main will not connect a child to other online 
sites outside the child-friendly zone. 

I want to thank the supporters of this good 
piece of legislation. I want to thank them for 
their hard work: Representatives Shimkus, 
Upton, and Markey, as well as Senators En-
sign, Dorgan and Fitzgerald. I want to thank 
them for coming. I am going to ask them 
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to come up in just a second as I sign this 
piece of legislation. 

All of us here today share the same goals: 
We must give our Nation’s children every op-
portunity to grow in knowledge without un-
dermining their character. We must give par-
ents effective tools to help their children 
learn. And we must be on the side of our 
parents as they work hard to raise their chil-
dren. We must give our parents the peace 
of mind knowing their children are learning 
in safety. This act of Congress helps us meet 
these goals. 

I appreciate you all coming today. It’s my 
honor now to sign the Dot Kids Implementa-
tion and Efficiency Act. Would the Members 
join me. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

The President. I’ll answer a few ques-
tions. Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press], I may answer a few questions. You’re 
stuck in a mini press conference here. Yes? 

U.N. Inspections in Iraq 
Q. Sir, can you tell me specifically what 

the inspectors have or haven’t been able to 
do, what they’ve uncovered, or what they 
haven’t uncovered that leads you to believe 
that the signs are not encouraging that 
they’re doing their job? 

The President. Yes. Well, I can tell you 
this: This isn’t about inspectors. The issue 
is whether Saddam Hussein will disarm. Will 
he disarm in the name of peace? And we 
expect him to fully comply. And you know, 
one of my concerns is that in the past he 
has shot at our airplanes. Anybody who 
shoots at U.S. airplanes or British airplanes 
is not somebody who looks like he’s inter-
ested in complying with disarmament. He 
wrote letters, stinging rebukes to what the 
U.N. did. He was very critical of the U.S. 
and Britain. That doesn’t appear to be some-
body who was that anxious to comply. 

But we’ve just started the process. And one 
of the things that I want to continue to re-
mind Americans, this is not a game that we’re 
playing of hide-and-seek. This is our attempt 
to work with the world community to create 
peace. And the best way for peace is for Mr. 
Saddam Hussein to disarm. It’s up to him 
to make his decision. 

Yes. 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan/
Inspections 

Q. Kofi Annan said Iraq is cooperating. 
Is there some daylight between you and——

The President. We’ve been at this—
what—5 days. This is after 11 years of deceit 
and defiance. And the issue, again, is not 
hide-and-seek; the issue is whether or not 
Saddam Hussein will disarm. And soon he’ll 
be making a declaration of whether he has 
any weapons. For years he said he didn’t have 
any weapons. And now we’ll see whether or 
not he does. And if he does, we expect them 
to be completely destroyed and a full ac-
counting. 

And I remind our citizens that the U.N. 
Security Council voted overwhelmingly, 15 
to nothing, for this approach we’ve taken. 
Our NATO allies have joined us, and we all 
expect Saddam Hussein to disarm. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 
Q. To follow on what Steve [Steve Hol-

land, Reuters] just asked you, do you disagree 
with the Secretary General’s relatively opti-
mistic take on things? 

The President. What I agree with is that 
we’ve been doing this for 5 days, after 11 
years of deception and deceit. The process 
is just beginning. And the world will deter-
mine soon whether or not Saddam Hussein 
is going to do what we’ve asked, which is, 
in the name of peace, fully disarm. This is 
not a game anymore of, ‘‘Well, I’ll say one 
thing and do another.’’ We expect him to dis-
arm. And now it’s up to him to do so. And 
time will tell whether or not he is willing 
to do so. 

Yes. 

Situation in Israel 
Q. A 95-year-old woman was killed on the 

West Bank yesterday, and aid groups say that 
malnutrition among Palestinian children is 
reaching crisis proportions. What are you 
doing to alleviate that suffering? And are you 
concerned that the desperation of the Pales-
tinian community is driving them into the 
arms of Al Qaida? 

The President. I am concerned that ter-
rorists have disrupted the ability for peace-
loving people to move a process forward. I 
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am concerned about that. And our country 
will continue to fight terror and join our allies 
in fighting terror wherever it exists. And so 
I fully understand the Israeli Government’s 
attempt to stamp out terror, because we’ll 
never have peace so long as terrorists are able 
to disrupt. I’m also concerned about the 
plight of the Palestinian people. I’m con-
cerned about suffering that has taken place 
as a result of the activities of terrorists. 

We’re working with the Sharon govern-
ment to allow for tax receipts to be redistrib-
uted amongst the Palestinian people. And 
there are a lot of nongovernmental organiza-
tions doing work within the Palestinian terri-
tory to make sure that people don’t starve. 

But the net effect of terrorism is to not 
only stop the peace process but is to cause 
suffering amongst all the people of the re-
gion. And that’s why our war against terror 
must—must remain steadfast and strong, 
wherever terror exists. 

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. Oh, 
you just asked a question. 

Q. I’ll ask another one——
The President. No, that’s fine. That’s 

plenty. [Laughter] You did a wonderful job. 
It was such a great question, I already forgot 
it. Next. [Laughter] 

Al Qaida 
Q. Are you concerned about Al Qaida on 

the West Bank? 
The President. I am concerned about Al 

Qaida anywhere. I believe that Al Qaida was 
involved in the African bombings, in Kenya. 
I believe Al Qaida hates freedom. I believe 
Al Qaida will strike anywhere they can in 
order to disrupt a civil society, and that’s why 
we’re on the hunt. And we’re making 
progress. Slowly but surely, we’re disman-
tling the Al Qaida network. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes to find them; we’ll find 
them. And we’re going to bring them to jus-
tice. And the good news is, is that the free 
world is—recognizes the threats that we all 
face, and therefore, we’re more bound to-
gether than we’ve ever been, in cutting off 
money, in sharing intelligence, and bringing 
people to justice. 

And it’s a dangerous world we live in, be-
cause there’s still terrorists on the loose. And 
this is the great charge we have. This is the 

first war of the 21st century, and it’s a dif-
ferent kind of war. It’s a different kind of 
war than our fathers and grandfathers fought. 
It requires the same amount of courage and 
the same amount of focus. And this Govern-
ment will continue to provide that focus. 

U.S. Relations With the Muslim World 

Q. Sir, there’s a report out today that 
shows a sharp deterioration in public atti-
tudes abroad about this country, particularly 
among Muslim nations and key allies like 
Turkey and Pakistan. Are you concerned, sir, 
that your message that this is—that the anti-
terror campaign is not a war against Islam 
is somehow not getting to those people? 

The President. Well, I haven’t seen the 
report. As you know, I remain skeptical about 
polls. I don’t run my administration based 
upon polls and focus groups. I’m running this 
war against terror based upon freedom and 
doing my obligation to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up in a free and safe society. 

I hope the message that we fight not a 
religion but a group of fanatics which have 
hijacked a religion is getting through. I un-
derstand the propaganda machines are 
cranked up in the international community 
that paints our country in a bad light. We’ll 
do everything we can to remind people that 
we’ve never been a nation of conquerors; 
we’re a nation of liberators. 

And I would ask the skeptics to look at 
Afghanistan, where not only did this country 
rout the Taliban, which was one of the most 
barbaric regimes in the history of mankind, 
but thanks to our strength and our compas-
sion, many young girls now go to school for 
the first time. General McNeill, who is our 
general in Afghanistan, was in today, in the 
Situation Room, and gave me a briefing 
about the human condition in Afghanistan. 
It’s improving dramatically. There are 
projects after projects after projects of—
going forward where the United States and 
other NGOs are involved to improve the 
human condition. 

The Muslim world will eventually realize, 
if they don’t now, that we believe in freedom 
and we respect all individuals. Unlike the kill-
ers, we value each life in America. Everybody 
is precious. Everybody counts. 
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And to the extent that we need to continue 
to make that message work, we will try to 
do so. But the best thing we can do is to 
show results from our activities and be able 
to point to the fact that not only did we lib-
erate Afghanistan from the Taliban, we re-
main in place, with a lot of aid and a lot 
of help. And the suffering of the—the human 
condition is improving, and suffering is less 
because of the United States of America. 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel; and 
Lt. Gen. Dan K. McNeill, USA, commander of 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved 
December 4, was assigned Public Law No. 107–
317.

Remarks on Lighting the 
Hanukkah Menorah 

December 4, 2002

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Hanuk-
kah, the Jewish festival of lights. This holiday 
marks the victory of Jewish patriots over op-
pression more than two millennia ago. The 
menorah represents an ancient miracle, in 
which a lamp with only enough oil for one 
day burned eight. 

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message of 
hope—that light will overcome darkness, that 
goodness will overcome evil, and that faith 
can accomplish miracles. 

Today, the spirit of those early patriots 
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and 
throughout the Jewish community and 
among all brave people who fight violence 
and terror. We pray that this season of light 
will also be a season of peace for the Jewish 
people. 

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz 
is a modern orthodox Jewish day school in 
Manhattan, and we’re grateful to the stu-
dents for making the trip to join us today. 

I also want to thank Congregation Rodeph 
Shalom in Philadelphia for the use of this 
beautiful menorah. Founded in 1795, 
Rodeph Shalom was the first Ashkenazic con-

gregation established in the Western Hemi-
sphere. 

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella and 
Alexandra Wald from New York City. We 
welcome the girls here, and the honor is 
yours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the 
Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at the White 
House.

Statement on the 100th Birthday of 
Senator Strom Thurmond 

December 4, 2002

As United States Senator Strom Thur-
mond turns 100, I am proud to join the peo-
ple of South Carolina in praising him, his val-
ues, and his good works. 

Celebrating his 100th birthday as a sitting 
U.S. Senator is unique in our history, as was 
his 1954 election to the Senate as a write-
in candidate. He has served his fellow citi-
zens as teacher, coach, State legislator, and 
Governor. Additionally, while serving as a 
circuit court judge, he volunteered for com-
bat duty during World War II and later land-
ed a glider at Normandy on D-Day at the 
age of 41. For his military service, he earned 
18 decorations, medals, and awards, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, Bronze Star for Valor, Purple Heart, Bel-
gian Order of the Crown, and French Croix 
de Guerre. 

I had the privilege of campaigning across 
South Carolina with Senator Thurmond in 
1988. I will never forget his beautiful speech-
es, his love for the people, and their love 
for him. 

My family and I are among the myriad who 
have great respect and admiration for the 
Senator. His patriotism, courage, and life-
time dedication to South Carolina and his 
Nation will always be remembered. I am 
looking forward to having Senator Thurmond 
at the White House Friday to celebrate his 
centennial year. 

God bless you, Strom. The Nation and I 
are grateful for your life of service.


